
NEWS FROM THE BERKELEY HEIGHTS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 
MARY KAY MC MILLIN EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 
 
Students in Grade 1 classes taught by 
Mrs. Susan Poage and Ms. Laura 
Doeringer at Mary Kay McMillin Early 
Childhood Center have spent the 
past few Wednesday mornings learning 
how to use Daisy, The Dinosaur, an iPad 
app designed to introduce very young 
children to the basics of computer 
programming.   

 
 
 
 
 
Here, Mrs. Susan Ferris Rights, Technology Instruction 
Consultant/Coach for the Berkeley Heights Public 
Schools, works with the First Graders during a recent 
class.  With a calm blue sky, yellow sun, green dinosaur 
and yellow star, this app helps makes programming 
easy, offering nine commands for young children to 
drag and drop into their program to make Daisy 
move.  Students at the Early Childhood Center have 
really enjoyed using this app! 

 
****************************************************************************** 
Students in Mrs. Jennie Byram’s 
class at Mary Kay McMillin 
Early Childhood Center recently 
had the opportunity to see a 
sensory-friendly performance 
of Click Clack Moo at William 
Paterson University’s Shea 
Center Theater. 
 
A sensory-friendly play is 
designed to appeal to the 
many children with special 
needs, because the lights are 
dimmed and the volume of the 
play is kept at a lower level. 
Attending events such as this is 
also helpful for parents, as they can plan similar family experiences.   



MARY KAY MC MILLIN EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER (continued) 
 
During the past month, the students and staff of the Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood 
Center turned their attention to giving thanks, fostering an “attitude of gratitude,” and 

reaching out to others in meaningful ways. 
 
Preschoolers, Kindergartners and First 
Graders are old enough to make a real 
difference.  Whether big or small, children 
will feel good about what they can do, and 
helping others develops a sense of 
appreciation for the people, experiences, 
and things they value in their own lives. 
 
Under the direction of our School Nurse, 
Ms. Maggie Berry, students at the Early 
Childhood Center recently participated in 
a school-wide service project, making 
“Welcome Bags” for families of children 
being treated at Children’s Specialized 
Hospital in New Brunswick. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THOMAS P. HUGHES SCHOOL 
 
Who said sculpture and yoga were 
not connected?  As part of a unit 
on the elements of design, Grade 5 
Art students at Thomas P. Hughes 
School began to literally draw 
parallels between sketching the 
various types of design lines and 
using their bodies to create those 
same variations three- 
dimensionally.  
 
Students bent, twisted, positioned, and posed themselves in creative ways – sometimes 

independently and sometimes with the help of 
a group - to depict the types of lines used in 
sketching (cross-hatch, radiating, basket 
weave, wavy, and implied) with their own 
bodies.   
 
Under the guidance of Ms. Jennifer 
Hanselman, Teacher of Art, students then 
used a cardboard base (a/k/a their “yoga 
mat”), and twisted strips of paper into the 
different “poses” they had demonstrated to 
explore lines in another dimension and 
combine the styles they sketched.  The 
discoveries have been amazing!    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MOUNTAIN PARK SCHOOL 
 
If you were to walk into the 
Mountain Park School library 
during Fourth and Fifth Grade 
Recess, you might hear 
questions such as: “How can I 
help? What needs to be done 
for Student Council? Do you 
have anything for me to do?” 
 
It just so happens that on a 
recent Friday afternoon, about 
15 Mountain Park students 
came in the library to help sort, 
count, and roll coins that were 
to become our school’s 
donation to UNICEF.  The 
feeling of camaraderie was most evident as the students worked together to accomplish this 
task.  The MPS students learned many skills that afternoon –cooperation, working for a 
cause, and the art of rolling coins. 
 
****************************************************************************** 
 

Grade 2 students at Mountain Park School 
and their parents recently enjoyed a 
Morning Math Game Challenge.  
 
Each Second Grade room was transformed 
into a “Math Mania” setting.  The MPS 
students reinforced their knowledge of Math 
facts, strategies and problem-solving skills 
as they competed with their parents.   

 

	

 
 
 
 
 
 



WILLIAM WOODRUFF SCHOOL 
 

December is a month filled with traditions 
at William Woodruff School.  The month 
began with the annual Toy, Pajama, and 
Book Drive sponsored by the Student 
Council.    Over 90 toys were donated to St. 
Joseph Service Center in Elizabeth and 
The Bridges Outreach Program in Summit.  
Sixty (60) pairs of pajamas and books were 
donated to the Pajama Foster Care 
Program in Paterson.  Pictured at left are  
Woodruff students Alina Schiller (left) and 
Alpha Zhu (right), displaying some of the 
donated items.  

 
The giving didn’t stop there.  Student 
Council Representative Kayla Han created a 
Craft Day to make holiday cards for a local 
nursing home and the Veterans 
Administration Hospital at Lyons.  Over 
150 cards were beautifully decorated with 
caring notes and holidays wishes.  Pictured 
with some of the cards are (L to R) Anika 
Niak, Sophie Earnshaw, Marissa Cagan, 
Charlotte Kang, Maya Chhowalla, and 
Winifred Grober. 
 
 

The Woodruff Fourth Graders showed they cared in 
a special way by participating in the “Chores for 
Charity” program.  The students do chores at home 
and earn money to donate to the purchase of cold 
cuts and bread to make sandwiches for the 
Community Food Bank of New Jersey in Hillside.  
The Grade 4 students made 400 sandwiches and 
baked and decorated 60 cakes for families in need.  
Pictured here baking one of those cakes are Alex 
Hufnagel (left) and Melanie Leahey (right). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



WILLIAM WOODRUFF SCHOOL (continued) 
 

December is a terrific time to sing and get into the 
holiday spirit at William Woodruff School.  This was 
best seen on a recent Friday when the students had a 
School Spirit Scarf and Hat Day (left) and sang 
karaoke in order to raise funds to support the 
American Cancer Association. 
 

 
Being green has nothing to do with 
the character “The Grinch.” Instead 
it has to do with finding ways to save 
energy.  All month long, Fifth 
Graders at Woodruff School have 
been monitoring the classrooms and letting classes know - through a couple of simple steps 
– how they can save energy on lighting, computers, and Promethean board use.  The efforts 
by the Green Squad (pictured above, right) have helped to make all of us at Woodruff 
School more energy-conscious. 
 
Finding those special gifts for the ones you love is an important part of holiday traditions. 
 

The Woodruff School PTO helps 
in this effort by creating a mini-
shopping mart for all of the 
students to visit and purchase 
special gifts for Mom, Dad, Sister, 
Brother, and even the family pet!    
 
The excitement of the Woodruff 
mart is clear to see as the students 
entered the mart and filled their 
baskets with family gifts to share 
with all during Hanukkah, 
Christmas, and Kwanzaa 
celebrations.  Pictured are 
Danielle Consoli (left) and Jake 
Wagner (right). 



COLUMBIA MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 
The Hour of Code is a global movement 
reaching tens of millions of students in 
180+ countries, and Columbia Middle 
School is no exception.  
 
Over 50 CMS students showed up recently 
after school to celebrate the Hour of Code; 
they formed teams, had some fun, and 
“competed” in a coding challenge.  No 
coding or machine language experience was 
required to participate in this hands-on 
technology-related event.  

 
The challenge included writing a series of 
instructions in code form and then “teaching” the code to one of the many adult staff 
members who volunteered their time to act as “robots.”  The task included creating designs 
using plastic cups and having the “robot-human” recreate the design by reading the code 
written by the student teams.  No other prompting by the students was allowed. 
 
The winning team during this coding challenge was Team Unicorn.  The students who 
comprised this team received certificates and gift cards in recognition of their 

achievement.  Team Unicorn 
members are pictured at left (front, 
L to R): Alina Murad, Pavni 
Bhardwaj, Katherine Zhou, and 
Serena Yee.  Alco pictured are 
(back, L to R) Mr. Michael Riley, 
Mr. James Finley, Mrs. Kim Tota, 
Mr. Drew Ziobro and Mr. Tom 
Clayton, Columbia teachers and 
District Supervisors, who planned 
and participated in the Hour of 
Code celebration at Columbia 
Middle School. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON HIGH SCHOOL 
 
In an article recently published on the website nj.com, the Highlander Band of Governor 
Livingston High School was recognized as one of the best high school marching bands in 
the state! 
 
This feature highlights the top band from each of New Jersey’s counties, and our 
Highlanders were selected as the best in Union County. The Highlanders were recognized 
both for their tradition and success, as they have won the second most Atlantic Coast 
Championship titles in that organization's history. Congratulations to everyone involved in 
making the Highlander Band so successful! We are extremely proud of them! 
 
For more about this special recognition, please follow this link: 
http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2016/12/njs_top_high_school_marching_bands_by_county.ht
ml#1 
 
****************************************************************************** 
 
As many of us eagerly look toward the holidays, it is wonderful to see that so many of our 
students and student organizations at Governor Livingston High School are finding ways 
to give back. Here are but a few examples: 
 
• Under the direction of Mrs. Kathleen McCullough, 

Teacher of Art at GLHS, Project Connect once again ran 
its “Empty Bowls” fundraiser. 
 
This is an annual event tied into the Project Connect 
“Change” unit. Money which is raised is donated to the 
Community Food Bank of New Jersey in Hillside. Last 
year, Project Connect donated $220.00 to the Food Bank, 
and this year the GL students will be sending a $261.00 
check to help feed the hungry in our state.  Over 60 

students participated 
in the creation 
process, with 40 
additional students 
and faculty members making donations. 

 
While Project Connect plans and organizes the 
event, the Ceramics and 3D Forms class at 
Governor Livingston creates the bowls and the 
Project Connect class taught by Mrs. Phyllis 
Heuss makes the desserts for the fundraiser’s 
promotional event. 

 
 



GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON HIGH SCHOOL (continued) 
 
• The Student Ambassadors Club at Governor Livingston recently completed its annual 

holiday season Toy Drive.  Staff and students were asked to bring in new and 
unwrapped toys.  The toys will be sent to children who live in the Appalachian region of 
West Virginia.  This is one of the poorest areas of the United States where many 
children live in homes with no indoor plumbing or electricity.  Again the response was 
overwhelming, as over 175 items were collected. 
 

• The GL Student Council donated the money collected from its recent Volleyball 
tournament and Pep Rally to the Student Ambassadors Toy Drive. They will be 
purchasing coats, socks, blankets and warm clothes with the $264.00 that was 
donated!  Tis' the Season! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL SERVICES 
 
The Preschool at Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center is a student-centered 
program that utilizes The Creative Curriculum for Preschool, an award-winning curriculum 
which is fully aligned with the Head Start Child Development and Early Learning 
Framework and the Early Learning Standards for every state. 
 
Using exploration and discovery as a way of learning, The Creative Curriculum for 
Preschool enables children to develop confidence, creativity, and lifelong critical thinking 
skills. It presents knowledge-building volumes and daily practice resources in tandem, 
giving every educator the “what,” “why” and “how” of early childhood education. 
Teachers have daily opportunities to individualize instruction, thereby helping educators to 
meet the needs of every type of learner.  
 
The Creative Curriculum for Preschool addresses all the important areas of learning, from 
social-emotional and Math to technology and the arts, and incorporates them throughout 
every part of every day. It offers daily, built-in opportunities for observation, helping 
teachers and administrators clearly see the strong relationship between curriculum and 
assessment. Finally, The Creative Curriculum for Preschool offers complete support for 
working with English- and dual-language learners, including detailed guidance that helps 
to build teachers’ knowledge about best practices and contains guidance for working with 
all learners, including advanced learners and children with disabilities.  
 
The Preschool at Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center is an integrated program 
that supports students of every level of learning and ability. Students with disabilities have 
their individual needs met in a fully-supportive preschool environment. This past 
September, teachers, therapists, case managers, paraprofessionals and administrators at 
the Early Childhood Center all participated in two full days of training on the most up-to-
date version of The Creative Curriculum. 
 
To learn more about Preschool in the Berkeley Heights, you can access the summary of a 
recent presentation to the Board of Education by Mrs. Michele Gardner, District Director 
of Special Services, Mrs. Anne Corley-Hand, MKMECC Principal, and Mrs. Christine 
Ekert, Preschool Teacher.  This can be found on the Berkeley Heights Public Schools  
website, www.bhpsnj.org, under “Services,” then by clicking on “Special Services,” 
“Preschool,” and “Preschool BOE Presentation.” 
 
Up-to-date information on programs, services and supports can be found on the Special 
Services web page by going to www.bhpsnj.org and selecting “Special Services” under the 
“Services” tab. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



IN OTHER NEWS… 
 

Mr. James Finley, District Supervisor of 6-12 Science/K-12 Art/K-8 
Computers for the Berkeley Heights Public Schools, has been 
selected to be a member of the NJ ASK Grade 8 Science 
Committee by the New Jersey Department of Education. 
 
Mr. Finley’s selection to this group comes at an important time as 
New Jersey is transitioning to a new set of Science standards and, 

with that, a different approach to the Science assessment.  The responsibilities of this NJ 
ASK committee include reviewing items for the Science assessment, performing range-
finding for both the operational open-ended questions as well as the field test open-ended 
questions, and reviewing statistical analysis to select the field test items that will continue 
on to be eligible for inclusion as operational items on future administrations. 
 
Mr. Finley has served as a District Supervisor in the Berkeley Heights Public Schools since 
July 2014. 
 
 


